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their educational pursuits. Of the 28 teacher
training institutions in the state, eight offe r
graduate credit. I t can be assumed that most
teachers continue thei r work at these institutions, or similar out-of-state institutions,
because of the structure of local salary
schedules. Only four of these eight institutions (Drake Univers ity, Iowa State Uni versity,
University of Iowa, and University of Northern
Iowa) have professional science educators on
thei r fac ul t i es and offer graduate credit in
science educati on.
The resul t s of Dr. Gl ass• stat ewi de survey
woul d seem to support the need f or i mproving
elementary and secondary education throughout the state of Iowa. Mo re specifically,
considerable emphasis, shoul d be placed upon
formul ating and implementing various teacher
educat i on improvement projects such as workshops and in- service institutes. Such
instructional programs should hel p to meet
the needs of t hose areas of the state that
cannot f i nancial ly support such projects.
In addition, the da t a provi des some
clues as to where si gnifi can t educati onal
problems seem to be couched. However, such
problems could conceivably be brought t o a
clearer focus if and when a statewide Needs
Assessment is implemented.
(Ed)

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATIONS NEWS
NSF Expands Studies
of National Sci ence
Computer Network
A National Science Computer Network that
would link scientists, engi neers, and educat ors
at both small colleges and maj or uni versities,
non-profit organizations, gove rnment, and inindustry, with advanced computer resou rces i s
bei ng st udied by the National Science Foundation.
A Nat io nal Sci ence Computer Network would
aid the resea rchers throughout the country and
strengthen t he nation ' s research and educati onal
programs by providing:

- high quality computer research facil ities;
and
- improved access to i nformation and to
national data banks.
It is expected that the network would also
help eliminate costly duplication of equipment
through more effective resource sharing.
Problems facing scientists studying the
network are complex is sues such as network
management, integration of specialized resources
and servi ces , protection of dat a ri gh t s, servicing of common in terest use r groups, and network
financing. A key consideration is the establi shment of common or compat ible compu ter l anguages .
NSF has been sponsoring research on a
National Science Compu t er Network and is now
expanding these effor ts.
The details of the program are contained
in a new publication, Expanded Research Rel ative
t o a Nationa l Science Computer Network, NSF 72-16,
released August 20, 1972 . NSF is seeking
research proposals that deal with the concept ,
feasi bility, and problems related to a national
computer network for education, research, and
sci ence information services.
During the Fiscal Year 1973, NSF plans to
make awards totaling approximately $2 million
on specific problems in utili zi ng a national
computer network.
Research Proposal s related to the computer
network may be submitted at any time by
academi c i nstitutions, and by for- profit and
non-prof i t organizati ons . Because t he current
focus on t he program is on concept, feasibili ty,
and desi gn studies the Foundati on will not now
consider proposals to implement the network .
The computer network program i s be ing
coordinated by the Office of Computi ng
Activities (OCA). The program is a j oint
effort of OCA and the NSF Offi ce of Sci ence
Information Se rvice .
Program Information:
information contact:

For additional program

Offi ce of Computing Activities
National Sci ence Foundation
Washington, D. C. 20550
(Telephone: AC 202 - 632-5743)

